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Recently(January15,2005)Iwascontactedbya15yearoldstudentofUptonHigh
(stateandcitytobedetermined)whowantedtointerviewmeinregardstothelifeof
SirFrancisBacon(LordVerulam).Theinterviewwasconductedandthisstudent
askedmeiftherewasanythingelse.ThisiswhatIrelayed:

Thereisanationallyandworldwideknownissueofadisabledpersoninmystate
(Florida)whoisbeingsubjectedtoattemptedmurder.HernameisTheresaMarie
Schindler-Schiavo.ThecourtssaythatsheisinaPersistentVegetativeStatewhen
infactsheisnot,theylie.VideoswereshownonCNNduringalivefeedthatprove
sheisnotcomatose.Shesitsupinachair.Herhusbandwholiveswithanother
womanforover9yearsandwhohastwochildrenwiththiswomanistryingtosay
thatTheresawantstodiewheninfacthehasbeendenyingherrehabilitationand
therapysothatshecanhaveherownvoiceandbebackontotheroadtoher
䕡獹⁐䑆⁃牥慴潲⁩猠灲潦敳獩潮慬⁳潦瑷慲攠瑯⁣牥慴攠偄䘮⁉映祯甠睩獨⁴漠牥浯癥⁴桩猠汩湥Ⱐ扵礠楴⁮潷⸀

http://www.pdfdesk.com


recovery.HehasbeenwithseveralwomensincehecausedTheresa'sincidentand
thisishislatestlive-inconcubinewhoisincollusionwithhimtomakeTheresadead.
Hisattorneysareattemptingtoaccomplishaheinousstarvation/dehydrationdeathon
herforthethirdtime.Oneofhisattorneyswroteabookinwhichhetalksabout
tearingoutpeoplesfeedingtubesandsayshespeakstothemby"soulspeak"asking
themiftheywanttodieandtheytellhimalongthelines"Yes,Iwanttodie!Please
killme."TheHospiceoftheFloridaSuncoastisholdingherhostageforover4years.
Thisfeedingtubeyankerattorneywaschairmanoftheboardofthishospice.Thisis
theworstcaseofdomesticterrorismhappeninginourcountryrightnow.Whilewe
areoffinothercountrieshelpinghelplessanddisabledpeoplethegovernmenthas
beenremisstosaveahumanlifefromterrorismhereinmystate.Thereisacover-up
ofmassproportionsandIhavetheevidenceonaCDtoproveit.Thismessageisto
youandallofyourclassmatesandteacherswhomaybereadingthis.Pleasecontact
othersifyouknowofotherswhocaretostopthismurder.Perhapsyou,orothers,
includingactivistfriends,knowpeoplewhohavethepowertostopwhatishappening
hereinmystateorbringgreaterattentiontowhatisgoingon.Contactmeat
pc93@enlightenment-engine.netorcallmeat407-925-4141andIwillgetwhatever
informationyoumayneed.HelpmeandotherstostopthereturnofNaziT4daysin
Florida,therestoftheUnitedStatesofAmericaandtheworld.Wemusttakeastand
andmakeourvoicesheard.

Please join my Alvin Boyd Kuhn Yahoo!Group and Gnosis284!
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AlvinBoydKuhn/join :
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gnosis284/join

"For I have heard from one of the wise that we are now

dead; and that the body is our sepulchre."--PLATO.

"The command that meant life proved death to me."

--ST.PAUL.
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REVELATIONIII,1.

THELOSTMEANINGOFDEATH

Inpresentingtothepublicthethesisofthisparticularaddressthe
speakerisoverawedbyatwofoldrealization.Heisaware,first,that
theinterpretationofallancientHolyWritwhichhehereofferswillbe
disruptiveoftheestablishedcreedalreligionsoftheWesternworld.
And,inthesecondplaceheknowsthatthepresentmentwillfallwith
suchastonishingforceuponOccidentalreligiousthoughtastoseem
incredibleinspiteofanarrayofpositivetestimonycertifyingits
correctness.Hemaywellbepardonedafeelingofhesitationand
dubietyinmakingtherevelation,forithasinvolvedhim inadaring
incursionintointerpretativeterrainwhithernoscholarhaspenetrated
beforehim.Fromthepenetraliaofthatlittle-troddendomainofancient
religion-mysteryhebringsforthintomodernlightadiscoverythatwill
severelytaxalltheresourcesofcommonacceptance.Traditional
normsofthoughtdonotreadilyrelaxtheirgriponthegeneralmind.It
isscarcelytobehopedthatanannouncementsosubversiveof
acceptedideasinreligionandtheologywillbereceivedwithout
scepticism orresentment,since itinvades a field in which
conservatismismoststolidlyrooted.Traditionslonginstitutionalizeddo
noteasilybendtocorrectionofprinciplesbasicallyvitaltotheirvery
existence.Yettruth demandsinsistentlyfrom herdevoteesher
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inexorabletributeofsincerityandcourage,andscholarshipmustflinch
nodutyinthelineoftruth-seeking.

Itwillbeimpossibleinabriefpreviewtodomorethanhintatthe
sweepingforceofthedisclosurenowtobemadeinthedomainof
religious interpretation.Itis permissible to assertthatitwill
revolutionizetheentiremodusofsuchinterpretationinvoguesincethe
thirdcenturyoftheChristianera.Notaloneoneortwo,butallofthe
doctrinesofChristiantheologywillhavetosufferdrasticrevisionand
restatementinthelightoftheimportofthisannouncement.Forin
oldentimesthepropersignificationoftheterms"death"and"thedead"
wasthetouchstonebywhichthemeaningofallscripturalwritingcould
begauged.Thetermscarriedintheirancientusageahiddenor
esotericconnotation,whichwasatonceacluetotheprimarymeaning
ofthe entire structure oftheology and a key to the rational
envisagementofourmortallife.Thesagaciousancientswerecontent
toletasecondaryimplicationoftheterms,morereadilyapparenton
thesurface,prevailintheexotericunderstanding,whileimpartingto
theMysteryInitiatesanoccultsignificationwhichboretherealpurport
ofScripture,infinitelymoreinforminganddynamic.
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Wearereliablyinformedthatthesagesofoldemployedmythicaland
cabalisticdevicesatoncetorevealandconcealaprofoundermeaning
intheirsacredwritings,usingattimes"blinds"tosuggesttothe
untutoredashallowrendering,whileconveyingtothoseversedin
symbolicalmethodologyafarprofoundermessage.Themoststartling
oftheseruseswastheiruseof"death".Teachingforthelivingwasput
outundertheguiseofinstructionfor"thedead".Greatmoraland
spiritualsystemswerecloakedunderthemaskof"BooksoftheDead,"
asinEgyptandTibet.Thisbeingso,thesequelwillshowwhya
revisionofourunderstandingofwhatwasimpliedbythearchaicuseof
thetermswillsoradicallytransform themeaningofeverysingle
doctrineoftheChristianfaith.Forthekeytothecorrectinterpretation
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ofallScriptureisjustthisancienttheologicalconnotationoftheword
"death".

What,we maysurmise,musthave been the consequencesto
theology--andtoworldhistory--ofthelossofthisarcaneclueasfar
backasthethirdcentury!Inimaginationwecanroughlybegintodepict
theprodigioushandicapunderwhichthetheologianshavelaboredfor
sixteencenturies.Thedepthofthedarknessthathasinvolvedthe
whole region ofreligiousintellectualism can be sensed without
difficulty.Itwillhardlybeamatterofsurpriseifwediscoverthatevery
singledogmaofChristiansystematismhasbeensadlydistortedoutof
itsoriginalsense.Thediscerningstudentisnowabletotracethedire
disfigurementofeveryChristiandoctrine.Forastheliniamentsof
ancientbeautybecomeoutlinedagainbeneaththedistortionsof
mediaevalandmoderncrudity,heisthenforthefirsttimemadeaware
oftheunconscionablegrossnessofrenderingtowhichpurespiritual
formulaeofthearcanesciencehavebeensubjected.Heseesthat
Christiandoctrinalmaterialwasinterpretedinblindignoranceofa
formerreconditewisdomandthatmasspsychologyhasbeenmadefor
agesthehaplessslavetothecrudestofmisconceptions.For,itseems,
notascholar,notatheologian,mediaevalormodern,hasbeenaware
ofthemaskedmeaningoftheword"death",orsuspectedthatit
cloakedacrypticsignification,thediscernmentofwhichwouldhave
necessitatedareconditionedstatementofeveryteachingorexegesis.
Now,aclearinspectionofGreekandEgyptiansystemsbringsthelost
cluetolight,withwhatconsequencestomodernthoughtasawhole
themindisstaggeredtoenvision.Intheflashofvividlightengendered
bytherevelationonecanagainsurveythebeautifulfieldofancient
spiritualtruth,longburiedundermistsofignorance.Withoneglanceit
canbeseenthattheentirestructureoftheologicalsciencecanhave
saneandpertinentinterpretationonlybytheapplicationtoitofthe
magicalkeythathasbeensolonglost.Equallyclearcomesthe
perceptionthatishasbeenthewantofthiskeythathasreduced
religiontoameaninglessbabbleofpietyandsentimentalism,
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degradingtheoncekinglyscienceoftheologyatthesametimetothe
statusofanoutcastfrom theseatsofmodernintelligence.With
startlingforce,too,itcanbefeltthattherediscoverymaybetimely
enoughtoredeem theprecariousfortunesofreligionandtheology
fromthedangeroftotaleradicationinaworldthatisfastgrowingless
hospitabletothem.Religionhasbeenfightingalosingbattleinmodern
life,andoneofthebasicreasonsnowcomesglaringlytolight.Indeed
itbecomesreadilyapparentthatunlessreligionsetsitselfindustriously
torepairthebreachmadeinitsstructurebythelossofkeystone
elements,itmaynotbeabletowithstandtheassaultofradical
bitterness.

Christianity,asasystem ofexclusivesacredtruthoraunique
revelationofdivinewisdom,isalreadyreelingundertheimpactofone
blowafteranotherdealtitbythestudyofComparativeReligionand
Comparative Mythology.The "deadlyparallels"found to run so
consistentlyandsostrikinglybetweenthelifeoftheGospelJesusand
thelegendsofsometwentyormoreantecedent Christlyfiguresor
Sun-gods,intheroleofworld-saviors,arerapidlypilingupthe
evidencethattendstojeopardizethevalidityoftheentirebodyof
Gospelnarrativeashistory.Itisbeginningtodawnonintelligentand
informedstudentsthattheNew TestamentGospelsarenotthe
biographyofany"person"orlivingcharacteratall,butareolddramatic
booksofthereligiousBrotherhoods,portraying,notthe"life"ofany
man,butonlythespiritual historyofa typical figure.Allprevious
Messianic characters, or Sun-gods, were only such typal
dramatizationsofman’sinnerlife,undertheformofarepresentative
"history".TheChristsweresimplyidealfiguresheldupbeforemento
provide them with an inspiring picture oftheirown attainable
perfection.Unbelievableasitmayappear,itisthefactofhistorythat
withthelapseoftimeandthedecayofphilosophicalculture,themore
ignorantcametotakethesedramaticheroesforactuallyliving
persons.Andadesigningpriestcraft,eitheritselfnowsunkeninsimilar
ignorance,ormotivated bypietyorknavery,orboth,found it
advantageoustotheinterestsofaworldlyecclesiasticalsystem to
conniveatthemisunderstanding.Atanyrate,theGospels,whichwere
onlyspiritualallegories(seethewritingsofPhilo,ClementandOrigen,䕡獹⁐䑆⁃牥慴潲⁩猠灲潦敳獩潮慬⁳潦瑷慲攠瑯⁣牥慴攠偄䘮⁉映祯甠睩獨⁴漠牥浯癥⁴桩猠汩湥Ⱐ扵礠楴⁮潷⸀
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andnotePaul’sstatementthatthestoryofAbraham,SarahandHagar
"isanallegory"),wereaboutthethirdcenturyconvertedintoliteral
history.Anditwasatthisjuncturethattheancientmeaningoftheterm
"death"passedoutofthekenofeventhemostlearnedoftheleaders
ofChristianity,andwithitfledallpossibilityofretainingorregainingthe
deepinnersenseoftheschemeoftheology.

TheappealofearlyChristianitytotheignorantmasses,andthe
popularizationofitstenets,whichwereoriginallydrawnfrom the
esotericschoolsandMysteries(seeanygoodtextonChristian
origins),

5

quicklyledtotheobscurationofallbutthemostliteralsenseof
scripturalmaterial.ChristianitysmotheredouttheancientWisdom-
ReligionorGnosis,andbygarblingtheinterpretationofpurelyspiritual
teachings,wreckedthemachineryofthearcanescience.Themain
shiftofthewreckedcabalisticmechanismwasthecrypticconnotation
of"death".Itsrestorationatthistimewillgofartoreconstructthe
venerableengineryofspiritualwisdom.ItmayforceChristianityto
admititspagansources,andtherebypavethewayforareturntothe
primalpurityandsublimityitboastedwhenitfirstissuedfrom lofty
pagansprings.ItwilltendtobringChristianityhumblyknockingatthe
doorsoftheancientpagantemples,whichmisguidedzealclosedin
thefifthcentury.FortheAncientorAgelessWisdom,taughtinthe
arcaneschoolsofold,hashadamodernrebirth,andChristianitywill
finditssalvationfromalmostuniversaldistrustbyrecognizinginthe
occultmovementthespiritofitsoriginalmotivation.

Butcertainlymanywillhavecomeherethiseveningchallengingin
theirmindsthelegitimacyofthewordingofthetitleoftheaddress.
How,youaresaying,candeatheverhavehadameaningotherthan
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itscommonone,andhowcouldthateverhavebeen"lost"?Before
meetingyournaturalscepticism onthispointwithitsproperand
adequateanswer,perhapsthequestionmaybestbecounteredby
puttingforthsomeotherquestionsthatmayneverhaveoccurredto
you.Howwasitthatthedoctrineofthejudgmentlostitsoriginal
meaning?Howcamethedoctrinesofhellandpurgatorylikewiseto
losetheirfirstconnotations?Howdiditoccur,further,thatthemeaning
ofsucheventsasthebaptism,thecircumcision,thetemptation,the
transfiguration,thecrucifixion,resurrectionandascensionhasinthe
samewaybeenlostorcorrupted?Howindeeddidtheverybirthof
Jesus,hissuddenburstofsagewisdom attheageoftwelve,his
bloodysweatinthegarden,histriumphantentryintoJerusalem,his
trialandmockery,alllikewisedriftfarawayfromwhattheyweretaken
tomeanatthestart?Howdidallthemiracles,alltheparables,the
wholeoutline,infact,ofBiblicalwisdom,sufferthelossofaprimal
interpretationandsinkintotheveriesttravestyorcaricatureoftheir
truesensethathumanityhaseverbeenaskedto"believe"?Foritcan
nowbestatedwithoutfearofcontradictionthatnotanitemofGospel
theologyretainsthemostdistantresemblancetothatgrandmeaning
whichitonceheldinthemindsofthegreatsagesandilluminati.Ifyou
willanswerthesequestionsyouwillhaveadirectanswertoyour
challengeastothelegitimacyofourtitle.

AllthesefundamentalitemsofChristiantheologyhavebeenperverted
outoftheircorrectspiritualtranslationastheresultofamomentous
historicaldenouementaboutwhichalltoolittleisgenerallyknown.At
theprecisetimeatwhichChristianitywasbeingformulated,powerful
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currentsofeconomic,socialandreligiousforceshadcomeintoplay,
theoperationofwhichprecipitatedaswiftanddrasticshiftingofthe
centerofgravity,sotosay,inreligiousvaluesandmotivations.From
thedaysofPythagorasandPlato,whenGreecewasguidedbythe
innerenlightenmentofthegreatOrphicMysteryteaching,theprofound
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insightofGrecianphilosophyhadseenlifeonearthasthecritical
sphereofdestiny.Valueswerethoughttobewonandpermanent
characterestablished,bythedeedsdoneinthebody.Earthwasthe
arenaofconquestinlife’sstruggle.Thethingofchiefimportancewas
thatwhichwasdonehereinthisworld.Ourmundaneacts,wordsand
thoughtsstampedthemarksofdestinyonoursouls.Butwiththeloss
ofthespiritualGnosis,humanreasonbecameunabletocopewiththe
apparenthollownessandfutilityofworldlyexperience,andasenseof
earthlydefeatism andhopelessnessseizedthegeneralmind.Asall
hard-wonearthlyvalueswereseentoslipawayfromtheirpossessorat
thestealthyapproachofageanddecrepitude,tobefinallysnatched
awaybythehandofdeath,anditwasnolongerknownhowthegains
wonbystrenuousexperienceweretreasuredupinman’sinterior
constitution,adespairofthegoodofmundanelifeoverwhelmedthe
consciousnessoftheage.Formerheartyzestforlivinggraduallygave
waytoscepticism,cynicismandpessimism.RobustGreekphilosophy
yieldedinacenturyortwotobadlyunderstoodformsofOriental
negativismandresignation.Mortalsturnedtheireyesfromearthtothe
postmortemheavenworldasthelocaleofrewardsandcompensatory
happiness.GilbertMurray,theOxfordscholar,hasdesignatedthis
transferalofvaluesbyhisfamousphrase,"thelossofnerve"onthe
partoftheGreekworld.Thesubstance,asitwere,hadbeenextracted
outofearthexperience;afatalisticresignationsetinandanearth-
wearyracefixeditseyesonheaven,thenextworld,astheplace
wheresublunarywrongsweretoberightedandhumanillsandwoes
blissfullycompensated.

Thisrevolutionaryalterationofviewpointwastheouterevidenceofan
innerloss.Humanityhadmislaidthechartofitsspiritualdestiny,and
withitthelocationofitspole-staroftruthandwisdom.Ithadlostits
lightofguidingunderstanding.Andwithittookflightalsothelast
vestigeofthetruemeaningofthereligiousdata.Sweepingclearoutof
thepurviewofthislifealtogether,andoverintoanotherdomainto
whichitwasneverintendedtoministerinthebeginning,fledthe
messageofalltheScriptures.Religionhadbeeninstitutedinthefirst
instanceasinstructionandguidanceforman’slifeonearth.Butafalse
indoctrination following the lossofarcane teaching caused the
disastrousshiftinthefocusofvisionandthelocationofvalues.Sothat
whathadbeenintendedforourperpetualbehoofinthelifelivedhere,䕡獹⁐䑆⁃牥慴潲⁩猠灲潦敳獩潮慬⁳潦瑷慲攠瑯⁣牥慴攠偄䘮⁉映祯甠睩獨⁴漠牥浯癥⁴桩猠汩湥Ⱐ扵礠楴⁮潷⸀
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shotclearovertheheadofthisworldandlandedinanotherrealm,the
astralworld ofspirits.Religion had become a cultof"other-
worldliness,"alookingto
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heaven forfulfilmentsdenied here.Hence arose the cultusof
spiritualism,andindirectlythatofasceticism.Onlyinthislightcanwe
understandalsotheallocationoftheideaof"heaven"toastrategicor
centralplaceinnearlyallreligions.Forhumanyearningsdemandeda
regioninwhichearthlyfailureswerecrownedwithpoeticsuccess.

Anecessaryconsequenceofthischange,thislossofknowledge,was
thetranspositionalsoofthecontinuityofprogressforthesoulfromthis
lifetothelifeinspirit.Ifeffortwastobeheldasabsolutelyfruitless
here,thenprovisionhadtobemadeforcontinuedunfoldmentinthe
lifeoutofbody.Noteventheroseateheavencouldbemaderationally
satisfactoryuntilthismatterofperpetualdevelopmentwasadjustedin
linewithspeciousreasoning.Butherereligionranintoitsmost
egregiouserror,andoriginatedachainofuntolddisasterforhumanlife
andeffort.Itprovedtheruinofallsoundreligiousphilosophyand
closedoffthechannelofallreligiousbenefit.Itdefeatedtheprime
purposeofreligionaltogether,foritleftmanbereftofjustthose
incentiveswhichwouldhaveinspiredhim toapplyhimselfwith
courage,steadinessandfortitudetothetasksfortheaccomplishment
ofwhichhecametoliveonearth.Foritpostulatedthethesisthat
souls,cutoffuntimelyintheirgrowthonearth,wouldcontinueto
evolveeternallytoinfinitegloriesofgodhood,inthespiritualspheres.
Herewasbornadelusionthathasstultifiedthespiritofmankindever
since.Fornomorecanasoulachieveanyfurthercycleofgrowthout
ofearthlybodythancananacornbecomeanothergreatoakwithout
beingburiedinthesoilofearth.Andthistheorythathaspalsiedan
infiniteamountofhumaneffortcamebydefaultofreligiousknowledge
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Thrownunderamentalcomabythealluringforceofthebelief,
shortsightedandblindedfaithhasneverseenthatifcontinuedspiritual
progresswerepossibleinadiscarnateexistenceafteronlyonebrief
lifeonearth,therecouldbefoundnowarranteitherinlogicorin
cosmiccounselsforourprojectionintothislifeinthebodyfortheone
fleetingcareer.Theincarnationcanneverbejustifiedsavebythe
postulationofreincarnation.Onelifehere,throwninwithaneternityof
growthinaspiritrealm,isanuntenablethesistoexplainarational
cosmicprocedure.

Speakingadvisedly,onemaystillfreelyassertthattheobscurationof
theinnermeaningof"death"hasutterlywreckedthescienceof
theology.Ithasbeentheprimarywell-springofthattotalillogicalityand
naturalunseemlinessintheschemeoftheologywhichhassowidely
depriveditofintellectualsupportinthemodernage.Toasomewhat
lessextent,butstillmoreconsiderablythanhasbeensurmised,ithas
militatedlikewisetoholdinconfusionsomeelementsoftheoccultin-
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terpretation.Itseemsindeedtohaveescapeddiscoveryuniversally,
andallspiritualteachingeverywherehassufferedinconsequence.

Thefirsthintsinthedirectionofthediscoverywerepickedupwhenin
thestudyofthegreatsystem ofGreekthoughtknownasNeo-
Platonism,withitsinterpretationsofGreekmythologyandreligion,one
becameawareofapeculiarhandlingoftheideaofdeath.Toconvey
justwhatismeantbythisstatementitwillbenecessarytoquotea
numberofpassagesfromtheGreekwritersthemselves.Theyarein
themselvesquitevaluableandshouldbemorewidelyknown.The
mostlucidrenditionsofNeo-Platonicideascometousthoughthe
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translationsofThomasTaylor.WebeginwithacommentofTaylor’s
ownonGreekideasregardinghumanlifeasakindofdeath:

"Theybelievedthathumansoulswereconfinedinthebodyasina
prison,aconditionwhichtheydenominatedgenesisorgeneration,
from whichDionysuswouldliberatethem.Thisgeneration,which
linkedthesoultobody,wassupposedtobeakindofdeathtothe
higherformoflife.Evilisinherenttothiscondition,thesouldwellingin
thebodyasinaprisonoragrave....Theearthlylifeisadreamrather
thanareality...thesoulispurifiedandseparatedfromtheevilsof
thisconditionbyknowledge"--orwhattheycalled"philosophy".

ThegreatPlatoishimselffoundsayingthat"menareplacedinthe
bodyasinaprison"andthatheconsidered"thebodyasthesepulchre
ofthesoul".TaylorindiscussinganopinionofMacrobiusascribedto
himtheconceptionthat"thesoulinthepresentlifemaybesaidtodie,
asfarasitispossibleforasoultodie;occultlyintimatingthatthe
deathofthesoulwasnothingmorethanaprofoundunionwiththe
ruinousbondsofthebody."

Onenotedthattheincarnationorentryofthesoulintothebodywas
oftenalludedtoasaburial!ThenPythagorashadwrittenthat
"whateverweseewhenawakeisdeath".LikewisethegreatPlotinus
hadgivenhintssuchasthefollowing:

"Deathtothesoulistodescendintomatterandbeentirelysubjected
toit.ThisiswhatismeantbyfallingasleepinHades."

AndtherenownedVirgil,theRomanpoet,hadshownthathewas
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"Soulsaredeadenedbyearthlyformsandmemberssubjecttodeath."

Platohadcomparedourtenureofbodilyformstothesituationofan
oysterinitsshell.AndSocrateshadsoliloquizedinalongpassageon
thesubjectofdeath,askingCebesifitmightnotafterallbetruethat
wehadcomehitherfromafarmoreradiantlifeelsewhere,andthatwe
shouldproperlyregardthepresentlifeasinrealityadeath."Mayit
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notbetruethatwearereallydead?"heasks,intimating,like
Wordsworth,thatweseemattimestohavefaintglimpsesofamore
vividexistencefromwhichwehavefallenintothisdullnessofmortal
life.Ithadbeenamatterofsomesurprise,also,tonoteMilton’s
expressionofAdam’sastonishmentintheParadise Lost, whenon
beingdrivenfromthegardenundercondemnationofdeath,ourfirst
fatherfoundhissentencetakingtheformofalingeringexistence,nota
destructionofhislife,ashehadexpected.Hediscoveredthathis
"death"meantnothisextinction,butalessvividtypeoflife.Hefound
himselfcondemnedtoa"living"death.Hewasmadetoliveand"suffer
death",nottobeannihilated.

WemustregardsuchexpressionsasthisofMiltonasbeingremnants
ofthe ancientphilosophicaltradition,which we find so tersely
expressedagainintheGorgias ofPlato:

"Butindeed,asyousayalso,lifeisagrievousthing.ForIshouldnot
wonderifEuripidesspokethetruthwhenhesays:‘Whoknows
whethertoliveisnottodie,andtodieisnottolive?’Andweperhaps
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areinrealitydead.ForIhaveheardfromoneofthewisethatweare
nowdead;andthatthebodyisoursepulchre;butthatthepartofthe
soulinwhichthedesiresarecontainedisofsuchanaturethatitcan
bepersuadedandhurledupwardanddownwards."

ThomasTaylorgivesaportionofthecommentofOlympiodorusonthis
passage,asfollows:

"Forthesoul,cominghither,assheimpartslifetothebody,soshe
partakesthroughthisofacertainprivationoflife;butthisisanevil.
Whenseparated,therefore,fromthebody,shelivesinreality;forshe
dieshere,throughparticipatingofprivationoflife,becausethebody
becomesthesourceofevils.Andhenceitisnecessarytosubduethe
body."

TheideaherehintedatisoneofthebasicthesesoftheGreek
philosophy.FortheGreekmind,withconceptionsderivedfrom the
Orphicwisdom,consideredthatallliferesultedfromstreamsofvivific
energyflowingforthfrom God,ortheOne,theinfinitefountofall
things,sweepingon,astheyexpressitinThomasTaylor’squaint
language,"fromonhighasfarastothelastofthings".Thesestreams
offorcesprangoutwardfrom theheightsofspiritualenergyand
suffereddiminutionoftheirpowerastheypreceededfartherand
fartherfromtheprimalsource,untilatlasttheycametoapauseinthe
inertarmsofmatter.Theirlivingqualitywascounteredandfinally
stifledinthemeshesofmatter,wheremotioncametoa"dead"haltor
suffered"death".The"dyingaway"ofavoiceorothersound,orofthe
ripplemadebycastingastoneinthepond,isallegoricalofthetypeof
"death"heresignified.LifecomesoutfromitsfirstCauseandmeetsits
deathinthebosomofmatter.Butagainwearerequiredtodistinguish
betweenthe"death"

10
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ofapoweranditsabsoluteannihilationorextinction.Lifewasmerely
heldquiescentinthegripofanelementabletosilenceitsactivities.It
hadnotceasedtobe.Itspowershadonlygoneintolatency.They
wouldemergeagain.

Inthisconnectionitmightbewellforustopauseandfaceanobvious
implicationofthedatabeforeus.Forinthestrictsenseoftheterm,we
mustrealizethatsuchathingasdeathinthesenseoftotalannihilation
eitherofbeingormatterisanunthinkableandimpossiblething.That
whichIScan’tceasetoBE.Thatonlywhichcanhappentoitisa
changeofstateortransmutationofform.Itcanonlycomeinto
manifestationandgooutagain,yetneverisnot.Intheshadowof
whichconsiderationswemustaccustom ourmindstocontemplate
whatiscalleddeathanywhereasthepassingfromamoretoaless
vividandactivestateofmanifestation."Death"isthereforeaccurately
definedasthelessheightened,lessvibrant,conditionofanyformof
beingorlife.Andthisgivessolidphilosophicalbaseforthere-
establishmentoftheancientmeaningof"death".

Butinspiteofscoresofsuchtextsandmanysimilarhintsbeforeone’s
eyes,theforceoffixedhabitudesofthoughtprovedasyettoostrong
forthefullrealizationofthemeaningwrappedupinthetermtocome
cleartoconsciousness.Themindwasstillheldfastbythedelusion
thattheoldphilosopherswereonlyspeakingfancifully,orinpoetic
figures,ofthedrearycharacterofmorallife.Aslifeisoftencalleda
"hellonearth",onemighteasilyextendthemetaphorandmakeofita
veritable"death".Onethoughttheideawaspoetry,notconceivingthat
inadeepersenseitwasalsotheology.Doubtlessmanyascholarin
thefaceofthismaterialhasformedthesameopinionandrestedat
thatpoint.Butthediscoveryhadnotyetbeenmade.Onewastogo
farther.
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ThenextstepwastakenwheninreadingLewisSpence’sMyths and
Legends of Egypt, theEgyptianformofthetitleoftheso-calledBook
of the Dead wasforthefirsttimeencountered.ItwasgivenasPeri-
em-heru, andwastranslatedasmeaning"The Day of Manifestation,"
or,"The Coming Forth by Day," or"Into the Daylight." Itpresumably
wasinreferencetotheendofalongperiodoflifeindarkness.This
translationatonceprovokedthereflectionthattherewasamysterious
incongruitybetweentheEgyptiantitleandtheEnglishone(giventoit
bytheGermanscholarLepsius.)Howcouldabookwhosetitleread
The Coming Forth By Day befitlynamedtheBook of the Dead?
Somethingwasamisshere.Someonehadblundered.Yetthebook
dealtmainlywiththegreattrialofthesoulofthedeceasedintheHall
ofJudgment,theHallofOsiris;andOsiriswastheLordofAmenta,the
realmofthe
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dead,thedarkunderworld.Hewasthekingof"thoseintheirgraves".
ItwasapparentlythebookofthetypicalChristianjudgment,enactedin
theworldofsoulsfollowingthedemiseofthebody.Yetitsoriginaltitle
wasThe Day of Manifestation. Herewasmystificationandathrilling
enigma.One knew thatthe Greekshad derived mostoftheir
profoundestconceptionsfromtheEgyptians.Wastheirfigurativeuse
oftheword"death"basedonsomehiddenmeaningintheBook of the
Dead? Coulditbepossible,oneconjectured,thatallmediaevaland
modernscholarshiphadmissedfundamentalmeaningbyfailureto
catchsomelegerdemainofancientsymbolism?Coulditbethatsome
mightytruthlurkedundiscoveredunderthemetaphor?Themind
caughttheflashofapossibility;itseemedtooarrantasuppositionfor
seriousacceptance.Wehadcaughtthetruthbythetail,butthemind
wasnotyetabletoholditfast.Itstruggledloose.

ShortlyafterthisepisodethestudyofthewondrousEgyptianmythical
religionwasundertakeninfullearnestness.Theapproachtothisrich
mineoftruthwasfortunatelybywayofthebooksofGeraldMassey,
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the sole Egyptologistin the ranksofscholarswho measurably
understoodwhatthesagesofEgyptweretalkingabout.Itmaybesaid
inpassingthattherenownedEgyptologistshavemissedtheimportof
thatbodyofsublimematerialutterly.Masseycamenearertheinner
sanctuaryofunderstanding than anyother.The reading ofhis
volumes,Ancient Egypt, The Light of the World, hadproceeded
throughsometwohundredpageswhenitbecameapparentthatsome
statementsrelative to Plato’sdoctrine ofReminiscence brought
MasseyintodirectconflictwithcertainofthebasicideasoftheGreek
philosophy.WasMasseydaringtosaythatthegreatPlatowasinerror
onthispoint?Sureenough;hardlyhadthepagebeenturnedwhenthe
EnglishscholarboldlychallengedtheGreeksageinastatementthat
he(Plato)"hadmisapplied"theEgyptiandoctrineofmemoryofour
pastexistences.Butoneknewwithoutamoment’sdoubtthatnot
Plato,butMassey,hadmisappliedthedoctrine.Suddenlyitwas
realizedthatMassey’sentirepositionwithregardtowhathecallsthe
"eschatology"inancientreligionswaswronglyconceived.Andjustas
suddenly,outofthequandaryofthethoughtelementsinvolvedin
Massey’smistakencritiqueofPlato,flashedatlastthefulltruthasto
whattheancientsmeanttobeunderstoodby"death".Thelightof
visionflashed,andthelostkeytotheancientScriptureswasonce
moreinhand.Asbythewavingofamagicwandthewholemeaningof
religion,initslargeandbasicfeatures,wasbodiedforthinvividlight
onthescreenofmind.Atlastonecouldsee"whatreligionwasall
about".Onecouldnowtraceclearlythehithertoobscuredoutlinesof
theentirestructuralsystembywhichreligionhadbeenpresented
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bythesagesofoldtotheearlyraces.Thewholebodyofancient
sacred writing was at one stroke redeemed from dark
meaninglessnesstopertinentreference.Light,understanding,lucid
meaningdartedwiththespeedofthoughtacrossthewholefieldof
religiousinterpretation.Theultimateprincipleofexplanationand
synthesishadbeenfound.Thebackgroundandreferenceofall
religiousmythandallegoryandsymbolhadcometolight.䕡獹⁐䑆⁃牥慴潲⁩猠灲潦敳獩潮慬⁳潦瑷慲攠瑯⁣牥慴攠偄䘮⁉映祯甠睩獨⁴漠牥浯癥⁴桩猠汩湥Ⱐ扵礠楴⁮潷⸀
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Theexperienceofthemomentwasonenevertobeforgotten.The
stupendousimplicationsofthenewdatumbegantofloodtheminduntil
theythreatenedtooverwhelm itbytheirsheermagnitude.Thefirst
realizationbroughtasenseoftheincrediblemagnificenceofthe
structureoftheancientwisdom.Astherevelationsenttheraysofa
new discernmentofmeaningineverydirectionthroughtheold
theologicalmaterial,thementalsensereeledinpresenceofaveritable
epiphanyofCosmicMindinsublimemanifestation.Themindwas
thrilledandthenawedbygleamongleamofnewcomprehension.But
theverybrillianceoftheintellectuallightthussuddenlyreleased
inducedasaddeningreflection,foritrevealedbycontrasttheappalling
darknessoftheprevalentreligiousintelligence.Sidebysidewiththe
ancientflameofspiritualwisdom themurkyfeeblenessofpresent
religiousconceptionswasdisclosedforthefirsttime in glaring
repulsiveness.How shamefulhadbeenthedegradationoflofty
spiritualideologywasonlynowseenfullywhentheheightsfromwhich
ithadfallenwerebroughtintotoweringview.Onesawthelamentable
corruption,the incredible distortion,which clearknowledge had
undergone.Itgrewunmistakablyevidentthatthemainpurposeof
religionintheworldhadbeendefeated;thatitsmeaninghadmissed
fire;thatmankindinthemainhadbeencheatedofthemessageput
intoitshandsbythedemi-godsofbygoneages.Historycouldbe
distressinglyseenasthemisguidedstrugglingofracesdeprivedofthe
lighttheyshouldhavehad.IfChristiannationsweretopossessthe
lightagain,itwouldbecomenecessaryfordogmatictheologyto
confess its unconscionable crudity and acceptthorough-going
correction,tobealignedoncemorewiththenobilityofitsancient
ancestry.

And whatwasthe discoverythatreleased allthisvision and
comprehension?Whatwasitthatflashedinthatmomentofwrestling
withMassey’sentanglementinPlato’sdoctrineofReminiscence?It
wasthelostmeaningof"death".Withoverwhelmingcertitudehad
cometheperceptionthatwhentheancientwritersofsacredbooksof
religionspokeof"death"they referred to our present life on earth in
these bodies of flesh! Andwhentheyspokeof"thedead",theyagain
referred to us, here and now, alive as we seem to be! Andbytheterms䕡獹⁐䑆⁃牥慴潲⁩猠灲潦敳獩潮慬⁳潦瑷慲攠瑯⁣牥慴攠偄䘮⁉映祯甠睩獨⁴漠牥浯癥⁴桩猠汩湥Ⱐ扵礠楴⁮潷⸀
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grave,tomb,coffin,sepulchre,mummy-case,outofwhichwewouldbe
resurrectedtheymeanttheseliving bodiesofours!Intheirtheology,to
die
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wastoincarnateinbodiesonearth.Itwasfoundthatthetwowords
"womb"and"tomb"arefrom thesamestem andconveythesame
connotation.Hewhoenterslifebywayofthewombhasenteredthe
tomboflivingdeath.Intheireyes,deathwastolivethekindoflifewe
arelivinghere.Inreality,ascalm reflectionthenforthefirsttime
clearlyindicated,forthesoulthereisnosuchthingasdeath,inthe
senseoftotaldestruction,forthesoulisindestructible.Foritdeath
couldbeatanytimeonlyamatterofrelativeintensityordegreeoflife,
andthiswouldbedependentuponthecharacterandmaterialityofthe
embodimentinwhichitmightfinditselffunctioningatdifferentstages
ofitsgrowth.Andonesawthenthatourlifeherefitlydeservedthe
appellationofdeathbecauseitwasthemostsluggish,inertand
restrictedsphereofexistenceinwhichitwasevercalleduponto
become embodied and imprisoned.This type oflife was the
profoundest"death"itwaseversubjectedto,asanindividualentity!It
couldgonolower,berestrictednomorecompletely,thanitwashere.
Itcameasanastonishingrealizationinthisconnection,thatwecould
neverbeanymore"dead"thanwearenowinourmortalhabitat.We
aretrulyintheveryjawsof"death",inthe"valleyoftheshadowof
death",andwearethereforethe"dead"ofalltheancientphilosophical
books.Religionhadbeendesignedasinstructionandguidancefor
"thoseintheirgraves"ofearth-life,anditssacredbooksweremeantto
bealightforus,"thedead",inthedarkunderworldofHades,Sheol,
Amenta!Butlongagowaslosttheknowledgethatsuchinstructionwas
forus, thatwe were"thedead"forwhomallreligioussystemswere
devised,andforwhoseresurrectionoutofthetombofthephysical
bodythewholeendandaimofreligionwasenvisaged.
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Thefirstcorollaryfromthisbasicconceptionwastheknowledgethat
theresurrectioncouldnotconnotethemereraisingofdecaying
physicalbodiesfrom outarockyhillsidetomb!Itreferredtothere-
arisingoftheburiedsoulfromoutitsphysicalprison,itsrendingatlast
ofthefleshlyveilofthetemple,itsburstingthebarsofdeathinthe
body,whichwastheonlygrave,sepulchre,tomborsarcophagusthat
thewiseancientseverhadinviewinthepromulgationoftheirgreat
Eastermessage!Thewholeframework,therefore,ofthereligious
templewasseentobeconstructedofspiritual,notofhistorical
elements.TheGospelnarrative was,then,aseriesofspiritual
allegories,designedtodepictthenatureofourownpersonalsoul-life,
thehistoryofEveryman’sexperienceintheworldoffleshandmatter,
orinthe"realmofthedead".

Furtherresearchandconstantcheckingofthe"theory"againstthe
possibilityofmisconceptionorerrorfinallyplacedtheoverwhelming
weightofmountainousscholarlydatabackoftheinterpretationand
madepossibletheannouncementofthediscoveryasanassuredfact.
Nota
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singleitemofancientphilosophy,notastatementanywhereinancient
texts,controvertsthisconclusionintheleastdegree;whereasevery
newbitoftestimonyfortifieditstenureandincreaseditsunassailability.
Anytheologianorscholarischallengedtorefuteit.

Knowingtowhatadegreetheignorantliteralistsofthethirdandfourth
centurieshaddespoiledtheChristianScripturesoftheirmanyvestiges
ofthearcanespiritualGnosis,onehardlyexpectedtofindanyoutright
corroborationsofthethesisintheBibleitself.ButtheBibleis"The
BookNobodyKnows",andmanyandsurprisingarethetextsonemay
findtherein.Imagine,then,withwhatastonishmentonecouldgreetthe
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discoveryofaremarkablepassageinRevelation, whichabundantly
confirmedtheconclusionthatthenarrativeofJesus’slifewasthe
typicalportrayalofthepurely spiritual experienceofthesoul,or"the
god",inthisrealmofdeath.Theverserefutestheentirestoryofthe
physicalcrucifixiononCalvary,andthereforeinferentiallyofthe
physicalresurrectionoftheLordfromarock-graveoutsidethecityof
Jerusalem.ItisinRev. XI,8,and,speakingofthetwowitnessesfor
Christslainbythedragon,runs:

"Andtheirdeadbodiesshalllieinthestreetofthegreatcity,which
spirituallyiscalledSodom andEgypt,wherealsoourLordwas
crucified."

HerewehaveRevelation declaringinwordsasclearascanbefound,
thatourLordwascrucified,notinhistoricalJerusalem,butinaspiritual
city,acity,furthermore,withtwonames,oneofwhichisnotevenacity
name,butthatofacountry,Egypt.

Notonlydoesthisversenegatethewholeliteralandhistorical
interpretationoftheGospelchronicle,butitaddsitsowncorroboration
tothenewrenderingofthemeaningof"death".Fortheplacewhere
thedeadbodiesofthetwowitnesses,thetwosegmentsofourduallife
assoulandbody,shalllie,aswellaswheretheChristinusis
crucified,isthusmarkedastheplaceof"death",which,asthenew
truthreveals,isthisearthandourlifeuponit.Anditisfurther
significantthatRevelation givesasoneofits(many)names,Egypt.No
onecanlongstudyHebrew,GreekandEgyptianreligiousliterature
withoutbeingassuredthatthisterm,Egypt,isused,neverinthesense
ofthegeographicalunitonthemap,butasthechiefdesignationfor
theplace,countryorhabitatofearthlyincarnation.Itisthereforea
figurativetermforlifeonearth,orearthasthesceneofincarnatelife.
To"godownintoEgypt"isacertaincryptogramforthe"descentinto
incarnation",orbeingbornonearth.Itisthereforeequivalenttolifein
thebody.Andindeedthenamedoesoftenconnotedirectlythebody
itself.Andherewehaveaninterestingside-lightonthemeaningofa
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termoftenused,andofcourseusederroneously,--"theflesh-potsof
Egypt".Inourignoranceofan-

15

cientsymbolismwehavetakenittomeancookingpotsfullofedible
flesh,onwhichwefeedmoreorlessgluttonously.Itwassupposedto
beareferencetoouraddictiontothegastronomicalpleasuresof
consumingalotofbeef,porkandmutton.Butinthelightofthe
correctedview,itisatonceseentodenotenothingmorethanthese
physicalbodiesofours.Fortheyareindeedthevessels(pots)offlesh
inwhichoursoulshavetakenlodgmentfortheperiodoftheirlife-
cyclesonearth.The"flesh-potsofEgypt"areonlyourbodies.

Egypt,then,istheplacewhereabondageissuffered,wherehard
task-mastersdriveonetounceasingtoil,wherethemembersofthe
nationarescattered(thedispersion),wherethereisfamineanddeath,
where there are plaguesand pestilences,where nature herself
becomesverilyfullofscourgings.IntheOldTestamenttheEternal,
The Lord,frequently calls Egypt"thatslave pen"(see Moffatt
translation.)AndifEgyptisthetypeofourincarnationalbondage,or
ourbecomingsubjectto"thelawoftheflesh",thenthe"Exodus"fromit
mustbeinallrespectsequivalentto"theresurrection"oftheNew
Testament.Withsymbolismvaried,itisindeedthesameallegorism.
Forafterasojourninthelandof"Egypt"wearereleasedinthe
fulfilmentofthecycle.Andalwaysthe"Exodus"fromthis"farcountry"
(seetheProdigalSonallegory)ismadebycrossingawater,theReed
Sea,Styx,Jordan,BlackSea,SeaofGalilee(Galileemeans"water-
wheel"),"DeadSea",orotherlakeorstream.(Forthosewhotaketheir
Bibleliterallyandgeographicallyitwillcomeasahardblowtobetold
thattheirRedSeaofthemapandatlasisnowgoneoutoftheBible
altogether!Itisnomore,andstrictly,neverwas,intheBible!Itwas
thereonlybysufferanceofamistake.Aproperrenderingisthe"Reed
Sea"anditissogivenintheMoffatttranslation.Itisoneoftheancient
designationsfortherealmofincarnatelife,equivalenttothe"Papyrus
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SwampsofEgypt"orthe"ReedySea"(Ebers)ofthelifeinthebody--
whichisitselfa"swamp"or"mire"inthesensethatitisamixtureof
waterwithearthelements.)Tocrossaseaorriverwasfigurative
languageforcrossingthewholestretchofourincarnateearthly
existence.Togothroughlifeinthebodywasdesignatedasasailing
overgreatwaters.Likewisetoundergothebaptismbywaterwasbut
anotherpoeticmodeoftypifyingourexperienceinthewatersofthis
bodilylife.ThePsalmisttimeandagainwritesoftheterrorsofhissoul
atbeingfloodedbygreatwaters,billows,water-floods."Thywaves
havegoneoverme,thewater-floodshavecomeinuntomysoul.Save
me,OGod,outofthegreatwaters".Jonah,plungedinthewatery
deeps,criedtoGodtosavehim"fromthebellyofdeath".Waterand
deatharehereequated,andPaulhasdonethesamethingwhenhe
speaksof"sufferingdeathwithhim(Jesus)inhisbaptism".Incarnation
isahundredtimesportrayedunderthefigure
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ofaplungeintothewaterandcomingupagain.Baptismtheologically
nevermeantanythingotherthantolivethelifeinbody,andatleast
onephaseoftheaptnessofthefigurecanbeseenwhenitisrealized
thatthese bodies ofours are aboutseven-eighths waterby
composition.Theotherfractionisofearthlyelements,givingusthe
basisoftheancientsymbolismofincarnatelifeasaswampormire.

Thencametheforcefulrecognitionofasecondcorollary,equalinvital
significancetothefirst.Ifthisearthwasthegraveortombofthesoul,
then,undertheever-recurringtitleofthe"darkunderworld",thislife
wasalsotheliteralHadesor"hell"oftheology!Hereonearthwasthe
"darkvalleyofHinom"(OldTestament),thevalleyofdrybones(which
weretobereunited,reanimatedandrestored),the"valleyofthe
shadowofdeath",theHebrewSheol,theGreekHades,theEgyptian
Amenta,"thenight’sPlutonianshore"ofPoe’sRaven, therealmsof
Avernus,OrcusandTartarus,thevaleofLethe,wherethesluggish
PhlegethonandthedarkandmurkyStyxflowedbetweentheshoresof
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lifeanddeath,theabysmaldungeonofTophet,andthedarkand
gloomyunderworldofallreligions,opposedtotheradiantandsunny
"upperworld"orheaven.Everthiswasthe"realmofthedead",ruled
overbyPluto,orOsiris,orYama,orSeborotherinfernaldeity.And
we,saystheBook of the Dead, are"thesleepersintheircoffins."

Nophaseordevelopmentinconnectionwiththediscoverywasmore
revealingandilluminatingthantheperceptionofhowtheworld’smost
eminentscholarshadwrestledwiththenecessityoffindingtheproper
locationforthisshadowyTartaricabodeofthedead,drivenonbytheir
failuretoidentifyitwiththelifehereonearth.Distinguishingitsharply
fromthelifeinbody,andplaguedconstantlybyitsnameof"thedark
underworld,"theywerealmostforcedtolocateitinsomemythical
regionofgloom undertheactualground.Thisseemedthemore
plausiblebecausea"cave"or"grot"wasanotherofthesymbolsused
totypifythislife.Onlytheabsurdityofsodoingdeterredthemfromthis
asininedecision.Somewerecontenttotakeitasreferringtothesix-
footgraveunderthesurfaceofthecemeterygrass,thedarkhomeof
thephysicalcorpse.Mostinterestingofallwasthementalsquirmingto
whichevenMasseywasdriventofindatenablesolutionofthe
problem.Hethoughthehadhisuponaplausibleexplanationwhenhe
dividedhumanlifeintoitstwophasesofbodilyincorporationonearth
anditsdisembodiedexistenceasspiritfollowingthedeath(ofthe
body).TomatchtheEgyptianmentionoftheTwoLands,theTwo
Earths,orHeavenandEarth,heallocatedthe"darkunderworld"of
Amentatothesecondphaseortheexistenceinspiritworld,andcalled
ittheEarthofEternity,incontradistinctiontothelifehere,whichhe
calledtheEarthofTime.Couldheandtheothershavebutknownthat
theearthlylifewasitselfthe"darkunder-
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world",i.e.,under theheavenworld,andnot beneaththegroundof
earth,theywouldhaveseentheiranalyticaldifficultiessmoothedaway
inamoment.Theywerelikethemanwhogoesaroundhuntingfor
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whatheholdsinhishandsallthewhile.Theyrangedaboutinevery
cornerofheavenandearthtolocatetheunderworldofAmenta,not
knowingtheywereinitallthetime.HadGeraldMasseybeenastute
enoughtograspthecorrectstatusandlocationoftheEgyptian
Amenta,andcarryitsimplicationsthroughthebodyoftheological
dogmatism,hewouldhavedoneaworkentitlinghimtoberatedas
oneofthegreatestbenefactorsofmankindinitsstruggleagainst
superstition.Hemissedthepinnaclebyhissinglefailuretosee
throughthetrickoftheancientsymbolizersofspiritualtruth,incalling
thisworldtherealmof"thedeadintheirgraves."

Stillcounting little on Biblicalcorroboration ofthe amended
interpretation of"death",we were quite startled again to come
unexpectedlyalittlelateruponatextfrom thethirdchapterof
Revelation (MoffattTranslation),whichseemedtogivetothenew
thesisallthescripturalsupportthatonecouldask.Wordscouldhardly
beplainer:

"Iknowyourdoings,youhavethenameofbeingalive,but you are
dead. Wakeup,rallywhatisstilllefttoyou,thoughitisonthevery
pointofdeath;forIfindnothingyouhavedoneiscompleteintheeyes
ofmyGod....Ifyouwillnotwakeup,Ishallcomelikeathief....Still
youhaveafewsoulsthathavenotsoiledtheirraiment."

Itisexpectedthatexceptionwillbetakentotheapplicationofthis
statementtohumanityingeneral,whenitstandsaspartofthe
evangelist’sinjunctiontooneofthe"sevenchurches"inAsia.Perhaps
itistoomuchtohopethatnaiveliteralismhasyetpassedbeyondthe
stageatwhichthese"churches"ofRevelation aretakenforchurch
congregationsinthemodernsense.Itissufficienttoreplythatthe
referenceofthepassageissurelynotlocale,butracialinaspiritual
sense.Andwhatwordscouldbetterdepicttheverysituationinwhich
theancientGreekseersenvisagedus?Wehavethenameofbeing
alive,butwearedead!"Yearedeadinyourtrespassesandsins",
aversSt.Paul."Thewagesofsinisdeath",herepeats,adding,"Tobe
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carnallymindedisdeath".Andunderwhatotheranthropological
conditionsismanlikelytobecometemptedtocarnalmindednessthan
thosewhichgowithhislinkagetothebodyofflesh?Andthis
incarnationcamepartlyastheresultof"ancientwrongs"perpetrated
bymaninformercycles,sothathis"death"orincarnationisinone
sensethe"wagesofsin"."Foryearedead",Paulshoutsoncemore,
"andyourlifeishidwithChristinGod".Totheseassurancestherewas
addedastartlinglydirectpassagefrom Isaiah:"Weliveindarknesslike
thedead".Therecametomind,too,Paul’sasseverationofadaily
processofdying,asweputofftheoldAdam,thecarnal
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mortalman,andputonChrist.AndinII Corinthians heelaboratedthis
statementtogiveitfullermeaning:"Alsobearingaboutinthebodythe
dyingoftheLordJesus....Forwewhichlivearealwaysdelivering
untodeathforJesus’ssake....Sothendeathworkethinus...."
Passagessuchasthesecouldbemultiplied.Jesushimselfhadsaid
untoMartha:"Iamtheresurrectionandthelife:hethatbelievethinme,
thoughheweredead,yetshallhelive."Hewasevidentlytellingusthat
althoughweareentombedinthe"miryclay"oftheearthlybody,our
graspontherealityoftheindwellingChristoswillsafelyanchorusto
thelifeofthehigherspirit,whichiseternal.

Thechiefpointinthecitationofthesetextsistomakeevidentbeyond
cavilthattheterm"death"asusedthusintheBiblecannotpossibly
refertotheactofphysicaldemise,thecommonconnotationofthe
word.How canonediedaily,iftheword"die"hasitscommon
acceptation?Tobebornagain,tobequickened,astheBibleasserts
sooften,istoawakeoutofthislethargicstateofspiritsubjectedtothe
inhibitionsandinertiaofmatterandbody,andtocomeintoanew
statuswhereanaccessofspiritualenergyrevitalizeseveryfacultyof
beingintovibrantactivity."Awake,thouthatsleepest",shoutsPaul
again,"andarise from the dead, andChristwillshineuponthee."
Indeed,themiracleofraisingLazarusfrom "death"isbutacryptic
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glyphfortheprocessofrevivingthedeadened,sense-drugged,
anaesthetizedfacultiesandpowersofthesoulfromtheirbenumbed
conditionafterlongburialin"thismuddyvestureofdecay".No
historicalJesuseverraisedtolifeadefunctandalreadycorrupted
cadaver.Theepisodewaswrittenasanallegorydepictingourspiritual
awakeningfromlethalstuporinthebody.Thewholestoryisfoundin
theEgyptianBook of the Dead, completeineverydetail,writtenas
earlyprobablyas6000yearsB.C.Itwasanallegorythen,andwemay
besureitwasanallegorystill,whentranscribedcenturieslaterinto
Hebrewliterature.AlltheOldTestament,andmuchoftheNew,traces
toearlierEgyptianorPersianbooks.

IntheseventhchapterofRomans St.Paulspeaksinsuchclear
fashionoftheologicalsinanddeathastoleavenoroomforargument
astowhatheconnotesbyhisuseofthetermsthussocloselylinked.
ByincarnationwecameundertheLaw,beginstheApostle.Underthe
Lawwedevelopedsin,whichwasourviolationoflawwhilewewere
yetignorantchildren(asexpoundedfurtherinGalatians iv.)Thenby
sincamedeath.Thewholesequenceisthe"cycleofnecessity",as
Greekphilosophycalledit,ortheperiodicaldescentofsoulintothe
lowerworldsforitscyclesofexperience,whichbringit"underthelaw",
giveittheconsciousnessofgoodandevil,orthesenseof"sin",and
subjectittoabondagetotheflesh.Aspre-humananimalswelived
withoutLaw,saysPaul.Hearhiswords:"Ilivedatonetimewithout
Lawmyself,butwhen
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thecommandcamehometome,sinsprangtolife,andIdied; the
command that meant life proved death to me. Thecommandgavean
impulsetosin,sinbeguiledmeandusedthecommandtokillme....
Sinresultedindeathformebymakinguseofthisgoodthing.The
interests of the flesh meant death. . . ." Here are words of unmistakable
meaning: the command thatmeant life to us proved to be,
theologically,ourdeath.Hadscholar’sknownPaul’sbackgroundof
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Greekphilosophy,theywouldhaveknownthathewasdiscoursingon
deathastheincarnationofthesoulinmortalbody.TheLaw
(appropriatelyspelledbyMoffattwithacapitalL)herespokenof,which
issolargeafeatureinPaul’stheology,andwhichhasbeensocrassly
misunderstoodbyinterpretersinChristendom,isthatgreatordinance
ofNaturewhichrequireseveryform ofunfoldinglifetobeburied
periodicallyinthesoilofthekingdombelowit,takerootthere,andout
ofaunionwithitselements,bringtobirththenewgenerationofitsown
life.ItistheGreatBreathofBrahm,ceaselesslyrepeated.Cosmically
itisthebirthanddeathofuniverses;formanitishiscontinuingrebirth
inhumanformtillperfectionorgodheadisattained.Thelanguageof
St.Paulinspeakingofit,perhapsmutilatedbyhostileChristian
copyists,musteverremainmystifyinguntilfor"death"onereads
"incarnation".Underthistouchafloodofsublimesenseisatonce
releaseduponthepassages.

ThentherewasthegreatBiblicalallegoryoftheProdigalSon.Thatthe
clearimplicationsofthiscentralmythoftheChristianreligionhave
beensocompletelymissedbyorthodoxinterpretersofScriptureis
attestationenoughoftheblindnessofthosewhowillnotsee.Themyth
is a cryptogram ofourdescentfrom a heaven ofspiritual
consciousnessintoincarnation,or"death",ashereexpounded,and
oureventualreturntotheFather.Thejourneyto"thefarcountry"isour
comingouttothisearth.Oureatingthehusks"thattheswinedideat"
isourpartakingoftheverydregsoflifeinconjunctionwithananimal
body.OurrevivalofmemoryofourdivinehomeisinlinewithPlato’s
doctrineofreminiscence.Onearthwedimlyremembertheblissand
gloryofthatlife we shared in the celestialrealmsbefore we
descended.Anditistobeemphasizedinthislecturethatwhenthe
Father,overjoyedatthewastrel’sreturn,welcomeshim home,he
meetsthesulkyresentmentoftheobedientelderbrotherwiththe
happyexclamation:"Behold,thismysonwasdeadandisaliveagain."
Ifthisdoesnotmeanthatoursojournonearthischaracterizedasa
death,theallegorymeansnothingdependableatall.

Deathandsleepwereoftenusedinterchangeablyinreferencetoour
lifeofburialintheflesh.Thecharacterizationoflifehereassleepcan䕡獹⁐䑆⁃牥慴潲⁩猠灲潦敳獩潮慬⁳潦瑷慲攠瑯⁣牥慴攠偄䘮⁉映祯甠睩獨⁴漠牥浯癥⁴桩猠汩湥Ⱐ扵礠楴⁮潷⸀
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bestbeunderstoodbylookingatsomestatementsintheTibetan Book
of the Dead, whereitissaidthatateachdescentofthesoulfromits
celestialbrightnessdowntheladderofsevenstepstothelifeinbody,
itsuffers
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akindof"swoon".Itswoonsoutoftheconsciousnessofamorevivid
lifeononeplane,andawakenstoafardimmertypeofawarenesson
theplanebelowit.Thisisthetruedeathorfallingasleepofthesoulin
thevaleofLethe.Weareinductedfromheaventoearth,then,bya
seriesofswoonsandreawakenings,eachtimeinaworldofrelatively
deeperdarknessanddeath.Ourentryintothesphereofmaterial
existenceisineffectourburial.SaysMassey:"TheburiedOsiris
representedthegodinmatter."Thisisourselves,ifthemeaningbe
localizedonthehumanplane.Cosmicallyitmeansthepresenceoflife
inmatter,asthefireintheflint.Osirisisnotany"historical"personage.
TheBook of the Dead callsusthe"mummiesintheirgraves",and
again"thesleepersintheircoffins",aswellas"theprisonersintheir
cells".Horus(Jesus)cametoearthtoopenourprisondoorsand
releaseus.Butourprisonwallsaretheswathingbandscalledour
physicalbodies.Thethree"days"arethethreeaeonsduringwhich
consciousnessorsoulwasburiedinthedepthsofthemineral,
vegetableandanimalkingdomsbeforefindingitspossibilityofrelease
toself-consciouslibertyinthehumankingdom,towhichtheMonad
descendedto"liftitup"."AsJonaswasthreedaysinthebellyofthe
whale,somusttheSonofManbethreedaysinthebowelsofthe
earth",orthethreekingdomsbelowman.Jesuswasgiventhekeysto
unbarthegatesofdeathandhell,andthesekeyswerethespiritual
lawsandforceswithwhichwecanopenthedoorsofourdungeonsin
thisworldofStygiandarknessandPlutonicnight.Forthislifeisthe
nightofthesoul,thetwilightofthegods.SaysMasseyagain:

䕡獹⁐䑆⁃牥慴潲⁩猠灲潦敳獩潮慬⁳潦瑷慲攠瑯⁣牥慴攠偄䘮⁉映祯甠睩獨⁴漠牥浯癥⁴桩猠汩湥Ⱐ扵礠楴⁮潷⸀

http://www.pdfdesk.com


"Thewildernessofthenetherearth,beingalandofgraves,wherethe
deadawaitedthecomingofHorus...towakethemintheircoffinsand
leadthemfromthislandofdarknesstothelandofday."

Thisisthecomingforthbyday,ofwhichtheEgyptiantitleoftheBook
of the Dead isareminder.The"wildernessofthenetherearth"isour
owngoodearth;thedeadintheircoffinsareourselves;ourawakening
tothehighconsciousnessoftherealmfromwhichwedescendedhere
isthepurposeofallearthlyreligion;andourbeingledoutofthisland
ofdarknesstothelandofbrightdayistheendandvictoriousoutcome
ofanypracticeofpersonalreligion.Itis"theresurrectionfrom the
dead".Nothingotherthanourownspiritualhistoryisthesubjectofall
thesetheologicaltypograms.

StrangelytheBook of the Dead andotherarcaneScripturesaverthat
thereisa"seconddeath",moretobedreadedthan"death"itself.The
Manesorsoulsflittingaboutinthisdarkunderworld,veiledinflesh,

21

dreaditsincidenceandrejoiceathavingescapeditsclutches."Ihave
notdied the second death",exultsthe triumphantsoulatthe
conclusionofitsearthlytrials.InRevelation oneoftherewardsgiven
tothosewhoovercomeistoescapetheseconddeath.Whatisthis
seconddeath?Asthefirstdeathismerelytheadventofthesoulon
earth,itslodgmentinbody,theseconddeathisthefallingsoinlove
withbodyanditssensuallifethatinsteadofliftingituptounionwithits
ownhighercapacities,thesoulisitselftornawayfrom itsupper
connectionsandgoesoffacaptivetothesinwhichisinthemembers,
asPauldescribesit.Thefirstdeathismerelythecomingtodwellin
body;thesecondistofailtoeffectanescapefromit.Procluswarnsus
thatwemayundertakethetransformationofthelowernatureon
conditionthatwedoit"withoutmergingourselvesinthedarknessof
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body".Plotinusenforcesthiswithastatementthatthesoulneednot
regrethercontactwithmatterandbody"ifshefleepromptlyfromhere
below".Thatistosay--anditisamatterofthemostvitalimportfor
humanity--thatitisintheorderofnatureforustocometodwellin
mortalbodies,butitisin contravention ofthe normalflow of
evolutionarycurrentsforustobecomesoinvolvedinbodyastogo
downtodissolutionwithit.Bynaturalanalogyitisnoillhapforthe
seedtofallintothegroundandevendiethere;butnatureisdefeatedif
indyingtheseeddoesnotgerminateagaininanewgenerationoflife.
IfChristbenotrisenfromthedead,thenisourfaithvain,declaresSt.
Paul.Ifthesoulgoesdownintodeathandthetomb,tobequickened
intoanewbirthofherlatentfacultiesandcapacities,andrisesagain
bearingwithherthefruitsofvictoryoverthefleshandthegrave,then
maythearchesofheavenringwithjubileeatherreturntotheFather.
Forthepowersofdarknessarenomalignantdevils,buttheinertiaof
matterandthestillunevolvedcapabilitiesofthedivinenatureofall
being.Darknessisjusttheabsenceoflight,andisitselfpotentiallight.
WhentheBiblespeaksofturningourdarknessintolight,itisstatingat
oncethephysicalandthespiritualprocesseswhichprimallife-force
undergoesinitsmanvantaricperiodorcycleofmanifestation.Life
immersesitselfinmatter,soulinbody,forthepurposeoftransforming
latentcapacityforendlessperfectionintoconsciousrealizationor
actualizationofitsselfanditspowers.Thesoul,saysPlotinus,would
neverknowherpowers,indeedshewouldneverreallyexist,ifshedid
notmanifestherpotentialitiesandactualizehernaturebyprogression
intomatterandform.Butthisrequiresthatshesubjectherselftothe
sameinexorablenecessityasthatwhichconfrontstheacornifitisto
engenderthenewoak.Shemustburyherselfinthedarksoilofthe
kingdom justbelowher,andseizeuponandtransform byherfiery
energytheelementsofthatkingdomintothelikenessofherowndivine
essence,andsoliftitup.Thisisthelogicoftheincarnation,thisisthe
ground-factinallreligion.Andthiswasthedeftlyhiddenmeaning
carriedintheminds
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oftheinitiatesintheMysteriesofoldbytheuseoftheterm"death"in
allthegrandschoolsofthearcaneteaching.

Athirdcorollaryofthetruthreleasedmustnotbepassedover.Itisof
vastimportanceandpointstothenecessityofquitedrasticcorrection
ofcurrenttheologicalconceptions.ItaffectsthedoctrinesofPurgatory
andtheJudgment.Boththoseepisodesofspiritualhistoryhavebeen
assignedtothewrongworld.Deceivedbythefigurativeuseofthe
word"death",theformulatorsofearlyChristiandoctrinesshuntedthe
mainfeaturesofthespiritualdramafromthisplaneovertothespooky
astralworld.Oneissoiledandspottedbycontactwithearth,saidthey;
afterdeathwillcomethepurgingandthereckoning.Buttheydidnot
seethat"afterdeath",intheabstrusetheologicalsenseofold,meant
justaswell"after(thebeginningof,i.e.,during)incarnation".Ifone’s
birthisone’sburialor"death"inbody,then"afterdeath"wouldfallin
thelifecycle,notfollowingit.SaysanEgyptiantext:"Lo,IcomethatI
maypurifythissoulofmineinthemosthighdegree."Itwasasadday
fortheworldwhenChristianintelligencelosttheknowledgethatthe
soulcomesonearthtoworkoutthepurgationofelementsinits
constitutionthatstillrequiresuchaprocessing.Adoctrineofpurely
evolutionarysignificancewasignorantlymisapprehendedandbecame
transformedintoabogietofrightentheunlearnedandcredulous
populace.LikewisetheJudgment.Ifthetrialofthesoulagainstthe
featherofMaat,orTruth,tookplaceintheHallofOsiris,theHallofthe
TwoTruths,(oflifeanddeath,orspiritandmatter),theHall(orPool)of
theDoubleFire,andfinallyinthegreatHallofSeb(orKeb),thereisan
endtodebateastoitslocalization.ForOsiriswasKhent-Amenti,Lord
ofAmenta,KingoftheUnderworld,rulerofthe"dead"onearth.The
HalloftheTwoTruthsagainisourearth,becauseitisonlyonthis
planeoflifethattruthbecomesdualinsenseandapplication.Athing
istrueherebothphysicallyandspiritually,becauseman(onearth)is
himselfphysicaland spiritual,orgod-man,and every truth is
discernibleandapplicablebyhim,aloneofallcreatures,ontwolevels
ofcognition.Foreveryspiritualtruthhasitsmaterialcounterpartor
reflection.Thisexplanationcoversatthesametimetheothername,
Hall(orPool)oftheDoubleFire.Andiftheseitemsdonotprove
conclusivelythatearthisthelocalityindicatedbythesetitles,thelast
designation,thegreatHallofSeb(orKeb),settlesthepointbeyond
dispute.ForSebisthe"godofearth"!Anothervitaltextfrom the䕡獹⁐䑆⁃牥慴潲⁩猠灲潦敳獩潮慬⁳潦瑷慲攠瑯⁣牥慴攠偄䘮⁉映祯甠睩獨⁴漠牥浯癥⁴桩猠汩湥Ⱐ扵礠楴⁮潷⸀
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EgyptianRitual(Book of the Dead)affirmsthat"throughSebthoudost
becomeaspirit".Themeaningisunfoldedandestablishedforever.
Earth,underthetitleofTattu,iscalled"theplaceofestablishing
forever".Andallancientwisdomteachesjustthisfact.Thepathwayto
heavenleadseverthroughthelanesofearth.
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Thedynamicpowerthatreligionwasintendedtoexertonhumanlife,
butwhichfledfromitwiththeemasculationofitspreceptsinthatfatal
thirdcentury,willberestoredtoitwhentheresurrectionisagainknown
tomeanourfinalrelease,inanecstaticexperience,from bodily
incarnation,and the three doctrinesofHell,Purgatoryand the
Judgmentarebroughtbackfromanunrealspiritworldtoourvivificlife
onearth.Andthelostinterpretationof"death"isthedatumthatmust
enforcethisrevision.Religionwillregainitsvanishedinfluencewhen
itstenetsandcreedsareonceagainseentohavedirectpertinenceto
ouractualsituationanditsproblems,hereonearth.

WeareindebtedtotherenownedEgyptologistBudge,forastatement
whichrevealsthedensedarknessofthemodernacademicworldto
thisfundamentalandpivotalpointinallreligion.Byitsdisclosurewe
areenabledtogaugethetotalincomprehensionwhichstillenshrouds
thefieldoftheologicalexegesis,andwecanseehowpitifullyremote
moderntheorystillfallsfromanytruegraspoftheallegoricalsystems
ofold.Thepassageisthemorenoteworthybecausethescholar
certainlydidnotdreamhewaswritinganythingofimportance,anything
thatcouldpossiblydrawthefireofacritic.Indeeditisamerecasual
phraseintroducedintothemidstofasentence,butthusbecomesall
themorevaluableinthepresentdiscussion,becauseitembodiesan
admissionofjustthepointatissueinourexposition.Hespeaksata
certainplaceof"religioustextswrittenfor the benefit of the dead in all
religions". Theauthorofthatphraseneverforamomentsuspected
thatanyonewouldeverthinkofquestioningsocommonplacea
statement.Hewritesitasamatteruniversallyknown,agreeduponand
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establishedintheworldofscholarship.Butletusponderit.Itcontains
anassertiontotheeffectthatBiblesandsacredbooksofreligionwere
written"forthebenefitofthedeadinallreligions".Likethevarious
BooksoftheDead,theseancientcompilationsweretakentobe
manualsfortheguidanceofthesoulinitspilgrimagethroughthe
severalhallsofjudgment,testingandpurgingafter the corpse had
been laid in the grave. Itwasallegedthatancientpeoplesburiedthe
scrollsandpapyriwiththedeadbodysothatthefreedsoulmighthave
itslegalbriefathandwhenitstoodtrialforitsrecordmadewhileinthe
body.Apparentlythisthesishasneverbeensubjectedtothemost
rudimentarytypeofspeculativecriticism.Elseitsglaringuntenability
wouldhavebeenrevealedatonce.Forhowcanitbeheldlogically
supportablethatthewiseframersofthegreatreligionswouldhave
giventomankindanelaboratecodeofmoralandspiritualteaching
whichwouldnot,however,beoperableorapplicableinthelifeinwhich
itwasgiven,butwouldonlybecomeso,orgointoeffect,sotosay,in
anotherlifealtogether?Arewetounderstandthatreligiousinstruction
wasnotgivenforustoprofitbyinthislife,butonlytobeput
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toworkwhenlifewasover,insomeshadowy,dreamyworldofspirit?
Weareaskedtobelievethatthesagesignoredourmoralneedsinthis
lifeandgaveusteachingonlytofortifyustopassthetestsintherealm
ofwraiths!Andthisisstilltheacceptedbeliefinthehighestacademic
circles,inourchurches,seminariesanduniversities!Weareonearth
onlytothinkofthelifeinheaven!Sofarhasreligionswungwideofits
originalspiritandintent.

AndletusrevertforamomenttoourBooksoftheDead.Sincethey
applytous,theliving,theirtitleatfirstglanceseemstobeaflat
misnomer.Butthereisnomistakeafterall!Whatseemedatfirsttobe
someone’sblunderinmisnamingsuchbooksisnowclearlyseenas
ourownformerdulnessandignorance.Theyaretrulybooksof
instructionforus,"thedead"!Hereisfoundthereconciliationbetween
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theirnameandtheirfunction.Giventotheliving,yetcalledBooksof
theDead;thelivingmustthenbethosestyled"thedead".Theywere
notwrittenfortheManesfloatingfreeinthedream-consciousnessof
thespiritplane,butforthebehoofofusactive,conscioussoulsgaining
ourexperienceamidthescenesandlaborsofthismundaneworld.

Itiswrittenthatthelastenemytobeovercomeisdeath.Thosefaiths
thatstruggle to solve life’s enigmas withoutthe conceptof
reincarnation,areforcedtorenderthistextasmeaningthatmanwill
eventuallygrowso"spiritual"(agrosslyabusedanduncomprehended
wordinthesedays!)thathewilllingeronindefinitelyinhisphysical
formwithoutdemise.Howpreposterousasuppositioninaworldwhere
lifeusesandthendropsformafterforminever-recurringcycles!And
alsohowundesirable!Ifsoulcouldnotdetachitselffromagingbodies
andtakeupfreshnew ones,eachbetteradaptedtoitsfurther
expression,itwouldbeasorryfateindeedforman.See,then,howthe
restorationoftheprimalmeaningof"death"bringselucidationofthe
textinaccordancewithsaneintelligence.Deathisindeedthelast
enemytobeoverthrownbytheincarnatingEgo,butthe"death"
alludedtoisjustthenecessaryforcontinuedreincarnation.Whenlife’s
objectsinthisspherehavebeenattained,alllessonslearned,all
powersunfolded,thetwelvegatesunlocked,thenthecycleof"deaths"
orincarnationsisended.Thenatlastis"death"overcome,forlifeon
earthisended.Thesouliswelcomedtoitsempyreanhome,tooccupy
themansionsoftheFatherand"gonomoreout".Thentrulyshallman
"dienomore".

Inthefamous53rdChapterofIsaiah, wherethegraphicpictureofthe
Christasthe"sufferingservant"isdrawn,thereisaversethe
renderingofwhichpointsratherstronglytoanattemptonthepartof
Christiantranslatorstoobliteratefromthetextanobviousreferenceto
repeatedincarnationsas"deaths".Intheauthorizedversionofthe
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Bibletheversereads:"Andhemadehisgravewiththewickedand
withtherichinhisdeath".Butthemarginalnotestatesthatthefinal
wordintheHebrewmanuscriptsisnotinthesingular,butintheplural,
andshouldread"deaths".Thesoul,orthegodinus,comestobe
buriedwitheverykindofpersonality,therichandthewickedalike,in
hismanyincarnationsor"deaths".Andwiththisinterpretationanother
passage from sacred lore is redeemed from inscrutable
meaninglessnesstolivingintelligibility.

Wecannomorefittinglyclosethanbypresentingsidebysidetwo
significanttexts,onefromoldEgypt’sBible,theBook of the Dead, and
theotherfromtheChristianBook,foundinRevelation. Iaskyouto
noteastrangesuccession,inbothpassages,oftheideaofafirstlife,
followedbydeath,andthatagainbyliferestored.TheBook of the
Dead hasthisvividdeclarationfromthelipsoftheManes(thesoulin
thebody):"HehathgivenmethebeautifulAmenta,throughwhichthe
living passfrom death tolife." Nowletusplacebesidethisthestirring
versefromtheApocalypse:"Iamhethatliveth andwasdead, and
beholdIam alive forevermore."Life,death,andlifeagain.Hereare
twoancientgraphs,outliningourdescentfromaformerplaceoflifeto
a"death"inordertowinlifestillmoreabundant.Andletusreadnow
withanewintelligencetheecstaticwordsofSt.Paulastheyringoutto
usfromthatclimacticchapteroftheChristianfaith,15ofI Corinthians:

"Sowhenthiscorruptibleshallhaveputonincorruption,andthismortal
shallhaveputonimmortality,thenshallbebroughttopassthesaying
thatiswritten:Deathisswallowedupinvictory.

Odeath,whereisthysting?

Ograve,whereisthyvictory?
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***

Asfromanoppressivedreamwewakenowtoperceivethatthelight
thatshouldhavestreamedfromthesetomesoftrulysacredloreand
irradiatedeverydarkrecessofthehumanmindhasbeenextinguished
foroversixteenhundredyears.Bywhatmishapandthroughwhat
culpableagencythisbewilderingcatastrophewasprecipitated,let
researchandinquirydetermine.Thestaggeringrealizationisthatitdid
occur,with consequences thatno mind is able to measure.
SeventeenthcenturysciencedidnotdissipatethemistsoftheDark
Ages.ThisperiodofWesternbenightednesswillcometoanendonly
whenthearcaneknowledgethatwasburiedinthebooksofwisdomis
republishedtoaworldnowsohabituatedtodarknessthatitwilllong
blinkthebrightraysofthesunof
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intelligencerisingonceagain.Forthebasisofallwisdominlifeisthis
rayoftruththatwasdarkenedunderacloudofhumanignoranceinthe
direfulthirdcentury,andisonlynowdiscernedagaininthefullpower
ofitsshining.Itistheknowledgethatmanisasoul(Latinsol, thesun!)
ofineffableandindestructiblelight,aportionoftheoneglowingreality
intheuniverse,butimplantedasaseedofdivinityforacycleofgrowth
inthedarkunderworldof"death"intheanimalkingdom.Nosingle
sentence is more trenchantforhuman enlightenmentthan the
statementofHeraclitus:"Manisaportionofcosmicfireburiedina
bodyofwaterandearth."Thesoulinmanhasenteredthekingdomof
mortalitythatitmayliveagainandliveforever.
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